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GREAT TEACHERS TEACH DIFFERENTLY AND, EAT 
APPLES  

“CELEBRATING, APPRECIATING, AND RELAYING FEEDBACK FOR PERSONAL EVALUATION ” 
 

Our current educational system is still stuck in the 

dark ages despite recent efforts at school redesign. 

Many high school students are in classrooms where 

they are being asked to absorb mass amounts of 

information and then regurgitate it back on a test. 

Many of them have to sit in rows and raise their 

hands to let their voices be heard. 

 

“Never let schooling get in the way of your Education“.  - 

Benjamin Franklin 

"Great teachers eat apples." When I first heard this, 

I dismissed it as silliness, a metaphor kids have 

picked up, but it appeared again and again. So, I 

thought, could there be something to this? Are 

students trying to tell something? So, I let my mind 

run over it and then I understood that kids wanted 

to see a teacher as someone who is willing to 

receive a gift from them, that ‘the apple# was a 

symbol for a relationship. There is goodness in that, 

and trust.  

Students have their own language. When they say 

for instance, "A great teacher is chill," what they 

really mean is: "Don't take it too serious. Be calm in 

all situations. Don't get overwhelmed." They have a 

way of speaking to us about what they really want 

to tell us, but we have to listen. 

Don’t present the information, teach it 

Even though the four most popular learning styles 

are visual, auditory, reading & writing and 

kinesthetic aka hands-on, the thing is there is no 

one right way to study. Some methods might work 

great for one person but decreases the 

concentration from others. Everybody learns 

differently meaning it is also possible for a 
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combination of different styles to be effective. So, 

in order to find a study method that is best for your 

students it is important to know their learning style.  

Funny as it looks to some, but many schools are 

afraid for these kinds of changes. Based on this fear, 

a huge number of teachers do not really want to 

know what kids think. Partially because they do not 

think kids will take it seriously.  And so, too many 

students are still doing what they are trained to do. 

They are trained to focus on answers rather than 

questions.  What they need is to be given the 

freedom to work together to construct meaning 

and draw their own conclusions from the 

challenges that  you as a teacher put before them.  

Changing a school system does not need to cost 

millions of dollars, it can begin if teachers are 

supported to have the courage to step back to allow 

their students to step up and find and use their 

voices. 

 

 Desire Ovie 

A letter from Desire Ovie:  

“I am a 19-year-old Nigerian student at the Ogba 

Educational Clinic. Growing up, I have always been 

interested in the inner workings of machines and 

automated toys. I am very curious to know how it 

operates and this fascination gave birth to my 

passion for Robotics. 

As an average student, attending formal schools 

here in Nigeria could be very challenging as the 

classes are terribly overpopulated (120+ students in 

a class) and the teachers are extremely 

overwhelmed with work having to leave their 

students to figure it out themselves, especially with 

courses bordering on ICT and Programming which 

were never taught effectively. So, even though I 

worked on a few projects in school, I did not quite 

grasp the whole concept of Robotics until I came 

to the OEC were I learnt the concept of 

Programming and Artificial Intelligence. 

“Destro Robotics” is my startup and YouTube 

channel with which I teach others and reach out to 

the world, however it is experiencing some 

challenges as the main components used in creating 

robots (Arduino & Raspberry pi) are not easily 

available here in Nigeria. 

My goal is to be an expert in Robotics and Machine 

learning. I would love to work with Space experts 

and then sponsor more schools like the OEC to 

increase the awareness and knowledge of Artificial 

Intelligence among the youths in Nigeria.” 

Small changes edit up to be big results 

I want you to think for a second about a great 

teacher in your life. What would you put in that 

blank  Great teachers¬______   Think about it?  I 

will give you seven and a half seconds. No cheating! 

Keep it to yourself.  I am going to come back to it 

in a couple of minutes because I have my own 

thoughts about what great teachers do.  

The first thing that I think great teachers do is they 

celebrate mistakes, errors and things that happen 

that were not planned. Eerie stuff what provides us 
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to have a choice as an educator whether to 

capitalize on this or ignore it.  

Second thing I think they do, they appreciate 

differences. Everybody is different and that is great 

because they bring all these different perspectives 

and levels of experience into the classroom. But 

every one of them has something in common. 

These students are dealing with public speaking 

anxiety or communication anxiety as some may call 

it. 

Students that are in a class that has the opportunity 

to teach with, for instance animals learns them 

about public speaking while integrating and 

teaching others through visual teaching what helps 

them overcome this anxiety.  

For some teachers this might sound like wasting 

time due to the fact they have, while being at 

student themselves, been taught that learning is 

absorbing and remembering the information the 

teacher spits out during the day. But, holding a 

turtle, a snake, and baby alligator or a salamander, 

visual learning kicks in. Students do not feel like 

everybody is looking at them, they are looking at 

the animal. And now these students can relax and 

become be a better teacher themselves and not just 

a presenter. Appreciating those differences is so 

important. 

 

 Chukwuemeka Obi 

A letter from Chukwuemeka Obi:  

“I am a 22-year-old student of the Ogba 

Educational Clinic , Effurun–Warri, Delta State, 

Nigeria. I was unable to complete my Secondary 

education due to financial constraints and so I was 

recruited to become a commercial tricycle 

mechanic for me to make financial contributions to 

our family purse.  

About 3 years ago “Destiny” took me on an errand 

to the OEC where I saw kids of my age being 

taught things that I was interested in. I was 

courageous to approach the Director - Mr. Kelvin 

Dafiaghor told him my situation, he offered to 

educate me for practically free and that changed my 

life. I was able to make up for the years that I had 

lost in formal school, make my certificate papers 

and now aspiring to attend the Higher institution. 

At the Ogba Educational Clinic(OEC),  I have 

amazing teachers both foreign  and local that have 

introduced me to Artificial Intelligence 

technologies like 3D printing, Internet of Things 

(IoT), Virtual Reality(VR), and Robotics. Through 

these programs I have also acquire some 

programming skills like HTML, CSS, Python, and 

Java script. 

I consider myself an ambitious and purpose driven 

person. I also thrive on challenges and constantly 

set goals for myself and making sure that I 

accomplish them.  I look forward to opportunities 

to do better and achieve greatness. I am currently 

working on my admission into university to study 

Computer Science; however, my dream is to 

become a tech expert / digital nomad and to work 

with Space Technology.” 

It matters! 

The third thing I think that great teachers do is 

relay feedback. What I mean is, when you are in 
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class you can look out at your students and see if 

somebody might be having a bad day or that there 

is something on their mind and, ask about it.  “Hey, 

how's everything going?” Or give them a pat on the 

back, a fist bump, a high-five. Everybody needs 

that positive feedback. We are sometimes so caught 

up on negative things that we do not take time to 

say “Hey, you did a good job on that”.  

Fourthly, I think that great teachers also evaluate 

themselves. It is easy to take ‘things’ personally and 

think “I don't think they like me.” But you got to 

be willing to change what you are doing if 

something is not working. You have to look around 

and read the room. Look at your student’s facial 

expressions and their body language.  Evaluating 

yourself in your environment is an important key.  

Now, think about what you put in that blank a 

couple minutes ago Great teachers¬_____   

I imagine that many of you reading this article 

wrote down those great teachers are the smartest 

person in the world or, know everything there is to 

know about their subject. 

 

The four points I mentioned earlier; Celebrating 

mistakes, Appreciating the differences, relaying 

feedback and evaluating yourself.  I think the 

bottom line is really that great teachers just CARE. 

Right? Even though most of you might not be 

educators… every one of you is a teacher! Think 

about the difference that you can make and , show 

them that you CARE.  I think that Maya Angelou 

said it best, she said “People will forget what you 

said, people are will forget what you did but they 

will not forget how you made them feel”.  

By Maria Anna van Driel, 

www.nexttruth.com 
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Maria Anna van Driel was born and 

raised in the Netherlands. After living in South Africa for 3 

years (2008-2011), Driel returned to Europe, and she now 

calls Germany her current country to live. Today, she is the 

owner, founder, chief editor, graphic designer, and 

publisher of “The Next Truth” magazine and, since 

January 2020, of the magazine “Young People Science”. As  

a freelance investigative science journalist member of the 

German Association of Press Journalists (DVPJ), science 

writer, foreign correspondent, and columnist, Driel is 

known for combining accepted science with mind dazzling 

theories and paradoxes in an approach to blend acceptant 

science and noetic science, and to combat the borders of 

the boxed thoughts of the modern society. 

Working in the midst of world-renowned scientists, she 

aims to enlighten and inspire both young people and the 

general public for contemporary science with equal 

measures of insight, humor, and deep human compassion. 

Maria Anna van Driel is a theoretical physicist, philosopher 

in science, and investigative journalist. 

http://www.nexttruth.com/
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